This is an excellent popular science book. All 300 pages are well written, and the editing was outstanding. After 1 cover-to-cover reading and then selected rereading as I prepared this review, I have yet to notice an error. The authors have succeeded in producing a very readable short book that summarizes a body of work on convergent intelligence in cetaceans and primates for a general readership. Dolphin biologist Maddalena Bearzi and primatologist Craig B. Stanford switch back and forth in the 1st person to draw upon their careers, personal experiences, and the history of their fields of study to guide the reader into the subject, the study of intelligence in dolphins and apes. The premise is that studying the behavior and cognition factors for 2 taxa that have not shared a common ancestor for more than 95 million years can offer special insight into the evolution of intelligence.
The introduction and first 3 chapters build a background for us by relating a glimpse of the authors' experiences and perceptions of the model taxa. Chapter 1 is an overview of historical human contact and cultural bias for and against these animals. Chapter 2 provides brief natural histories, and a synopsis of the history of the modern biological study of dolphins and apes. In chapter 3 the authors begin to describe dolphin and ape societies and discuss hunting behavior of dolphins and chimpanzees.
The next 4 chapters describe, compare, and contrast what we know about intelligence in dolphins and apes. In these chapters, the authors summarize a recent area of study that compares dolphins and apes in an attempt to understand the evolution of intelligence and complex societies.
Chapter 8 is a summary of the evolution of encephalizaton in cetaceans and apes, social complexity, and intelligence. The conclusion discusses the many serious and immediate threats risking the extinction of several or all of these species in a matter of the next few years to decades. It outlines the human social and environmental issues deriving these threats and the possibility that we can do anything about it.
As a mammalogist I was curious why the authors had chosen to place suggested further reading for each chapter at the end of the book rather than providing citations to the studies summarized throughout the book. Although the introduction deals mostly with historical and anecdotal human contact with the model species the subjects covered in the remainder of the book are the result of a fascinating body of study including that of the authors themselves and many others (Bearzi and Stanford 2007; Connor 2007; Marino 2002; Whitehead et al. 2004) . Without these references, it is not possible to read the book critically and one is expected to accept the facts and conclusions provided by the authors on faith. Because of this, as fascinating as the idea that studying convergent evolution of intelligence can teach us about human intelligence is, the book is not satisfying intellectually.
I would recommend Beautiful Minds to family and friends as an interesting book about science, but it is not useful to the working scientist or student to any extent beyond a quick entertaining read. 
